


Reading/English

TEACHER GOALS
Provide daily reading and writing
opportunities
Provide books for students to read
Take students to the library on a
regular basis
Help students learn and use
various strategies to improve
comprehension
Provide real writing experiences
Promote the love of reading and
writing

NOVEL UNITS

Fiction Units

Mystery
Realistic Fiction

Nonfiction Units

Biography/Autobiography
Factual

MINI UNITS
Elements of Fiction
Expository Format
Types of Literature
Figurative Language
Reading Strategies
6 Traits of Writing
Author Research
Public Speaking
Word Study
Writing Process

TYPES of WRITING
e Expository
e Narrative
e Persuasive
e Poetry

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP

e Talk to your child about their
reading and writing experiences

e Encourage your child to read each
night

e Check and sign your child's reading
log

e Encourage your child to work hard
as a reader and a writer

TEACHER CONTACTS
Krista Bangerter
email: krista.bangerter@district196.orq
voice mail: 651-683-6969, #92202

Colleen Hovde
email: colleen.hovde@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, #92268

Mollie Trusty
email: mollie.trusty@district196.orqg
voice mail: 651-683-6969, #92293




MATHEMATICS

Instructors: Ms. TenClay, Mr. Beard
Course: Math Course 1
Text: Holt Middle School Math Course 1

Goal of the program:
The goal of this program is for students to understand mathematical ideas, compute confidently,
solve problems, and engage in logical reasoning.

Mathematics is not a spectator sport!

You can watch basketball hundreds of fimes on television. However, to learn to play basketball
you have a ball in your hands and actually dribble, pass, and shoot. Likewise, to successfully
complete this course, you have to become an active participant in your class. You achieve this
through your reading, homework, and class discussions. With the right attitude, you will find
mathematics worth learning and rewarding.

Course Requirements:
Note taking: Taking notes help you remember what you learn and also helps you focus your
attention in class.

Class participation: Partition in class does make a difference. It produces more

enjoyment and learning. Students will be asked to practice examples of problems presented in
that day's lesson(s). This practice will be done in class and evaluated at the beginning of
following class period with a quiz. Math games, technology labs, and group problem solving will be
done regularly.

Reading: Pre-reading helps prepare you for the upcoming lesson. Students should read each
section before it is presented in class. In addition, reading assignments will be given
periodically throughout the year.

Assessments: Three or four section quizzes and/or chapter tests will be given per trimester.
They will help measure your achievement. Test retakes will be allowed periodically throughout

each trimester. In addition to the quizzes and chapter tests, pretests will be given before the
beginning of a unit and a corresponding posttest will be given at the end of each unit.

6rading Scale: 100% - 90% = A 79% - 78% = C+ 67% - 63% =D
89% - 88% = B+ 77% -73%=C 62% - 60% = D-
87%-83%=B 72% -70% = C- 59% & below = U
82% - 80% = B- 69% - 68% = D+
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Classroom Rules:
1. Follow directions.

2. Be in your seat when the bell rings

3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself
4. Bring books, pens, and pencils to class

5. No profanity or teasing.

Materials:
Required: Textbooks
Paper
Pencil - Pen
Scientific calculator - Any calculator labeled as "Scientific”
will work
Graph paper - can be used for all assignments
Compass
Protractor
Students will have many opportunities each day o get help from their math teacher. Math help
will be available before and after school as well as during the midday lunch/activity/house time
rotation.

To Parents:

As a parent, you are a key component to your child having a successful year. Some things you

can do to help are:

1. Monitor daily homework. Encourage perseverance and determination.

2. Review notes and assignments with your child. Help interpret when necessary.

3. Contact your child's teacher as soon as a concern arises. We will do our best to help prevent
the concern from becoming a problem. Email is a good way to reach your child's teacher.

4. The web page calendar gives an overview of class activity for the month. This is a

basic guide and changes in the schedule may occur.

Encourage your child to seek help when needed.

6. The Holt textbook has online capabilities. The Technical Support number is 1-800-323-9239.
Students will be given a username and password shortly info the school year so they will be
able to access the book.

o

Len Beard Karla TenClay
email: len.beard@district196.org email: karla.tenclay@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92204 voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92263
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AMERICAN STUDIES

American Studies is a two-year course at Scott Highlands. In American Studies this year, your
child will complete the following units:

Minnesota Studies throughout the year
First Americans

Age of Exploration

Colonial America

American Revolution

Constitution

Building a New Nation

Civil War

Presentations

Your child will be responsible for two oral presentations this year. The first is a group
presentation and the second is an individual presentation. Your child will receive a rubric and
know the areas in which he or she will be evaluated ahead of time. Students in seventh grade
Communications classes will give presentations frequently, so this is good practice.

Group Presentation for the Revolutionary War Unit (January)
Individual Presentation for the Minnesota Studies Unit (June)

Homework

There is not much homework for American studies in sixth grade. Occasionally, a
worksheet will be started in class or a paragraph-long writing assignment will be assigned to be
finished at home. We have 3 brand new textbooks this year and only 50 copies of each.
Therefore, you will not see a textbook at home unless your child has been absent.
Evaluations

Students in American studies will be evaluated by the following means:

Quizzes
Tests
Daily work
Presentations
Projects
Calendar
Assignments, projects, presentations, quizzes, and tests will be mentioned in the Class
Notes section of your child's SchoolView report online.
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Jane Hoffmann Kristi Leland

email: jane.hoffmann@district196.org email: kristi.leland@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #2236 voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #2253

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

For physical education class, students will be required to bring the following items for each
class:
1. Athletic shoes
2. A complete change of clothes appropriate for the weather.
(Example: shorts, shirt, socks, warm clothing)
3. Towel and swimsuit for rain days and swimming units. Goggles are recommended.
Girls must wear a one-piece suit.
4. A combination lock to lock up items.
5. Deodorant and/or antiperspirant. PLEASE!

Any lost and found clothing will be in the laundry room located between the girls and boys locker
rooms.

Students will be required to make-up all absences from physical education, including swimming.
Notes for limited activities or no participation should be brought directly to the physical
education teacher. Any chronic condition or injury, which indicates and extended absence from
class, requires a doctor's note given to your physical education teacher. Any note should
include home and work phone numbers. Appropriate gym wear is still required for limited activity

Swimming make-ups: Set the times up with your physical education teacher. Make-ups will be in
the morning, before school (within 2 weeks of missed class) or in class during your swim unit.

Other unit make-ups: 45 minutes of unit related activity or aerobic workout. A make-up form
MUST be completed by the student and signed by a parent or coach supervising the activity.
Students are responsible for obtaining the form either from home or school. This should be
turned in o your physical education teacher within 2 weeks of a missed class (or sooner).

Grades will be based on participation, written tests, and skills tests.

Greg Dravis Erin Nickelby
email: greg.dravis@district196.org email: erin.nickelby@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92216 voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #98655
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Jon Dahl
email: jon.dahl@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #94995

6TH GRADE ART

Welcome to the 2009-10 school year! We are looking forward to a great school year and a great
third trimester. In order fo provide the best possible are experience we are asking for
voluntary contributions of the following items:

Hand sanitizer - disenfectant wipes
Ice cream buckets
Magazines/National Geographic
Butter tubs

The following are required of all students in our art classes:
A No. 2 pencil
Good manners

A willingness fo try

If you have any questions, or could suggest other sources for these types of materials, you can
contact either one of us at 952-423-7581 extension 354.

Christiana Helgeson Nancy Alexander
email: christiana.helgeson@district196.org email: nancy.alexander@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #93838 voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #98632
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STUDY SKILLS

We welcome you to Study Skills. We hope this will be a fun learning experience for everyone.
Please feel free to call if you have any questions about the course.

Course Description
During Study Skills class, students will acquire many of the skills that will enable them to
become a successful student. The following are some of the areas that will be covered:

Organization
Time Management
Study Habits
Preparing for Tests
Attitudes
Goal Setting
Note Taking
* There are som students who are continiung their study of language (Chinese or Spanish) withi
the Study Skills curriculum.

Materials
Planner
Pen and/or pencil
Materials MUST be brought to class every day.

Rules
Respect: Your teacher and each other, anything less is unacceptable.

Evaluation (Grades: A, B, C, D, U)

Daily Participation

Homework / Tests /Projects

+ Calendars and other resources can be found on the SHMS web site:

We look forward to an exciting and successful year!

Jane Hoffmann Colleen Hovde

email: jane. hoffmann@district196.org email: colleen hovde@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92236 voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #9226€
Tanya Ringquist Karla TenClay

email: tanya.ringquist@district196.org email: karla.tenclay@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92211 voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92263
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Kashian Kong
email: kashian.kong@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92040
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La Clase de Espatiol

Welcome to Spanish! We hope it will be a fun, interesting and educational year

for everyone. We have new textbooks that include some very exciting material

and technology! If at any point you have questions or concerns, please feel free
to contact us. Here is a brief rundown of what to expect in the course.

Students will learn basic vocabulary about personal likes and dislikes, food (a
personal favorite), describing yourself and others, school activities, time,
feelings, family, going shopping and getting around town. We will also focus on
verb conjugation, culture and making interdisciplinary connections. Students
should be able to use vocabulary in simple questions and answers through
listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Grades (A, B, C, D, V)

Homework - On time - 100% credit; Late Assignments - 50% credit
Projects - 10% deduction for each day late

Quizzes and Tests

*Classroom calendars, vocabulary lists and other resources can be found on the
SHMS Web site: http://district196.org/shms

The Best Way to Study for Spanish

« Do everything you can t o understand and practice in class.

« Complete your assignments on time!l Remember the grading policy!!

o Study vocab. at least everyday for 15 minutes. Some will need more,
some less. You may either use the online flashcards or you may make
your own. THIS IS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN
BEING SUCCESSFUL IN SPANISH!

o Practice what you've learned, outside of class. Talk with a friend, sibling,
parent....

o Ask for help, in class and out. There are many opportunities for help:
Activity, Workout, working with a peer futor efc...

Sincerely,

Tanya Ringquist

Email: tanya.ringquist@district196.org
Voice Mail: 651-683-6969 ext. 92211




BAND

Lesson Policy
LESSON ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES
1. Students will have one 20-minute lesson every 8 school days.

2. All students are required to attend lessons as stated in the district curriculum. If a
student is required to stay in class for a test, they should ask to see their lesson teacher
sometime during that period so their lesson can be rescheduled.

3. Students understand the classroom teacher may ask them to stay in class for work that
cannot be made up any other way.

4. Students understand that they must get back to class quickly. They do not have permissio

to go to lockers or bathrooms before returning to class. They can be counted tardy by the
classroom teacher.

Thank you for you continued cooperation!

Dave Mendenhall Joel Firchow
email: dave.mendenhall@district196.org email: joel.firchowr@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92258 voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #95308

Nancy Dostal
email: nancy.dostal@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92215
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6TH GRADE TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

MISSION STATEMENT

The study of industry and technology should result in people who participate in and adapt to a
dynamic technological society. The curriculum provides for application and immediate relevance
Yo principles of math, science, and other subject areas. Technology education focuses on the
development and application of industrial technologies and develops students who are self-
learners and problem solvers, as well as self-reliant individuals capable of being productive
members of a highly technological society.

GOAL STATEMENTS
Consistent with the student’s abilities, interests, and needs, technology education must:

1.

Prepare students to work with technical systems within the areas of communication,

production, transportation and energy utilization.

2.

8.

Assist students in assessing and preparing for current and emerging occupations.

. Enhance student mastery of the basics through application of math, science, social studies

communication, and computer literacy.

Develop student awareness and skill through the safe utilization of tools, materials, and
equipment.

Provide students with a foundation in entrepreneurship, economics, business relationships.

Assist students in becoming independent learners and creative problem solvers who posses.
self-confidence and lifelong learning attitudes.

Establish beliefs and values based upon the impact of industry and technology and how it
alters environments.

Explore and develop human potential related to responsible roles in a technological society.

INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS

Production Custom made Laminated Pen Holder, Puzzle
Mass produced Tic Tac Toe Board
Transportation Vehicle Design, Design and build rocket.
Construction and Test aerodynamics during test
Testing flight. Calculate altitude with
tracking and trajectory tools and
formulas.
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Communication CAD 3D Animation Drawing

Digital Technology Poster / GOO Animation, ID Card

Desktop Publishing Student ID Card

Multi-Media PowerPoint Slide Presentation

Mechanical Drawing Measurement, Drawing tool use.
Aviation/Flight Research Plane design and components

Construction Build Plane / Test Flights

Application Graph Spreadsheet of Flight times

Fly plane on flight simulator

Technology Education thrives on active participation and group interaction. It's broad scope
lends itself to interdisciplinary instruction, which gives students real life experience.
Technology Education focuses on developing critical thinking skills and gives students the ability
to make good decisions about practical aspects of everyday life.

Dean Bangerter Kerry Blaine
email: dean.bangerter@district196.org email: kerry.blaine@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92201 voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92279
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SPECIAL EDUCATION
As a special education teacher, our primary responsibility is working with the sixth grade

students identified with specific learning problems and having a current IEP.

Marlys Flavin Natalie Coles

email: marlys.flavin@district196.org email: natalie.coles@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92223 voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #93452
Hours: 7:30 - 11:30 Hours: 11:30 - 3:30

Kathleen Powers - LD

email: kathleen.powers@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92052
Hours: 7:30 - 11:00 (Green Days)

6TH GRADE MUSIC

The music class in 6th grade is designed to be a wide variety of musical experiences. The
curriculum includes singing, keyboard playing, guitar playing, and music listening, in addition to
units covering Instruments of the Orchestra, Music Theory, Music History, and Patriotic Music.

Students will be graded on their class participation, homework assignments, and quiz/test
scores.

Materials needed for this class include loose leaf paper in the music section of their 6th
grade binder and a pen or pencil.

I look forward to a great year! Feel free to contact us if you have questions or concerns.

Mary Keating
email: mary.keating@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92247

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE

Family and Consumer Science is a 12-week course. Students meet for a double period, ever
other day. The units of study are:

* Foods and Nutrition
* Textiles, Laundry and "Survival Sewing"
* Child Care
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* Personal and Family Relationships

The course emphasizes hands on activities, along with reading and written work. Learnings are
centered around basic life skills, an important component in adolescent development. Class
activities include both individual and group activities. You can support your child by allowing
them to do extra projects at home to support the skills which they are developing in class.
Expect one fun home assignment during the laundry unit. This is always a favorite of the
parentsl!

This course is part of the year long rotation of Family and Consumer Science (FACS), Technology
Education and Art.

Cathy Johnson Judy Kilgore
email: cathy.johnson@district196.org email: judy.kilgore@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #992243 voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92212

ESL/ELL with Ms. Symonova

During this school year we are going o work on reading and writing skills, spelling, vocabulary
and content English.
In 6th grade we cover the following topics:

* The Reading Process

* The Writing Process

* Reading an Autobiography

* Reading Graphics and Websites

* Reading Textbooks

+ Writing Reports

* Grammar

* Persuasive Writing
Assignments
are given Monday through Thursday. We start doing all the homework assignments in class. They
are due the next day.

English Textbook:
Access English. The copies of the Student Journal will be given to the kids.

Communication: Use SchoolView for updates on your child's current grade.

Vlada Symonova
e-mail: vlada.symonova@district196.org

voice mail: 651-683-6969, box #92220
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Scott Highlands Library / Media Center
Home access passwords for 2009-2010

Students have access to these resources from any computer in the school. They can also access these
from home by going to the school IMC/Library web page and using the logins and passwords below. (Logins
and passwords are case sensitive so they must be typed exactly as given.) Home access is made available
through our SHMS paid library subscriptions, for our students' use only. Please do not share the
passwords. The passwords are in the chart at the end of the database descriptions.

Descriptions of the SHMS IMC databases and resources
ONLINE CATALOGS

Destiny SHMS & district
online card catalog

Index to books, pamphlets, posters in our IMC. The programs can also
search for materials from all our district libraries. Interlibrary loan
requests can be made at the desk.

RESEARCH DATABASES

Biography Resource
Center

Biographical information including in-depth and brief biographies, full-
text magazines or news articles and web links on historical and current
people.

Country Reports

Includes historical, geographic, economic, political and statistical data as
well as current events and cultural information. Very comprehensive!

e EBSCO There are many databases including: general, business, academic and
a library collection. These include over 350 full text reference books,
primary sources, biographies, images, maps and flags. Click on
EBSCOhost Web and choose the databases you want to search.

e Gale Group 15 databases, both general and specific. Read the descriptive

paragraphs to see which one will be best for your research needs.

Opposing Viewpoints

One of the best resources for research on persuasion or debates!
Includes newspaper and magazine articles, broadcasts, speeches and
more.

Points of View

Full text database that provides a series of controversial essays which
present multiple sides of a current issue. Essays provide questions and
materials for further thought and study and are accompanied by
thousands of supporting articles from the world’s top political and
societal publications.

SIRS Researcher

Text of articles from magazines, journals, newspapers, almanacs and a
variety of other sources. Articles can be sorted by relevance or date.
Boolean searches also available. Now includes some web sites!

ENCYCLOPEDIAS

Britannica Online

Britannica has three different levels of encyclopedias: middle,

Encyclopedia elementary and high school. Individual articles include links to magazine
articles and reputable web links.
PROQUEST NEWSPAPERS
¢ ProQuest Full text of over 350 national and international newspapers. Search can

Minneapolis Star Tribune

be done by keyword, subject and publication. Boolean search also
available. *Click on Star Tribune to search it separately.

( MORE RESOURCES AND INFORMATION AND PASSWORDS ON BACK...)




INTERNET WEB LINKS AND DA TABASES - MORE SPECIFIC SEARCHES THAN GOOGLE

There may be supplemental web pages selected for specific classroom units.
These will be accessible from the IMC/Library home page also.

o NetTrekker

Database of good reputable web sites. Search by topic and level.

e SIRS Researcher

Some leading topics have links under “WebSelect sites”

o WebPath Express in the
SHMS Card Catalog

This database of web sites is part of our online catalog. Open the card
catalog and click on the WebPath Express link on the left column.

e TeachingBooks.net

Web site database for sites on literature, books and authors

e Britannica Encyclopedia

Find an article on your topic and look under “Additional Content.”

e Social Issues links

Great sites gathered for the 8" grade persuasive and debate units.
These links present ‘both sides’ of many topics.

ELL AND SPANISH LANGUAGE RESOURCES

e Britannica Encyclopedia

The elementary edition offers articles that are easy to read and contain
images, illustrations, interactive games and activities.

e Country Reports

is on the right.

The Spanish version has a separate link under Spanish Language
Resources or can be found on the Country Reports home page. The link

e Informe in EBSCO

Two different databases, one is in Spanish and one has articles from
Hispanic magazines. They are found in the EBSCO group of databases.

e Gale Group - Kid’s edition
and Kid’s Infobits

Databases of full text articles from magazines, reference works etc. offer
materials on a lower reading level with an easier graphical interface.

Passwords for SHMS IMC Resources

Access to these resources is from the SHMS IMC/Library web page.

(Click on Library from the SHMS Home page http://www.district196.org/shms.)
Logins and passwords are case sensitive. Type exactly as given below. Home access is
made available through our SHMS paid library subscriptions, for our students' use only.

Please do not share the login and password information.

The district has created a page so that the following resources have the same login.

to access these from home.
Country Reports

Biography Resource Center
Opposing Viewpoints

User name : 196media

Go to the ‘home access link’ in the first group on the IMC/Library home page

TeachingBooks.net
SIRS Researcher

Britannica Online Encyclopedia

Password : isd196

Gale databases

These resources have individual logins. To access, click on the database from the IMC home page.

Database Login (if needed) Password
Destiny Card Catalog No password needed
EBSCO group of databases SHMS saints
ProQuest newspapers, SK79kR6RMV welcome
including Star Tribune
NetTrekker You create your own account Create your own password

Sometimes there are updates and changes to login information. If you have questions, please contact

L. Stokes, SHMS Media Specialist (952-423-7581) louise.stokes@district196.org

Revised and updated September 2009



Nancy Alexander, Art
email: nancy.alexander@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #98632

Dean Bangerter, Tech. Ed.
email:dean.bangerter@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92201

Krista Bangerter, Language Arts
email: krista.bangerter
@district196.org

voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92202

Len Beard, Math
email: len.beard@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92204

Kerry Blaine, Tech. Ed.
mail: kerry.blaine@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92297

Natalie Coles, Special Education
email: natalie.coles@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #93452

Jon Dahl, Phy. Ed.
email: jon.dahl@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #94995

Nancy Dostal, Band
email: nancy.dostal@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92215

6reg Dravis, Phy. Ed.
email: greg.dravis@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92216

Joel Firchow, Band
email: joel.firchow@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #95308

Marlys Flavin, Special Education
email: marlys.flavin@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92223

Christiania Helgeson, Art

email: christiania.helgeson
@district196.org

voice mail: 651-683-6969 #93838

Stephanie Helgerson, Speech Clinician
email: stephanie.helgeson
@district196.org

voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92885

Jane Hoffmann, Am. Studies, Study
Skills

email: jane.hoffmann@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92236

Colleen Hovde, Language Arts
email: colleen.hovde@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92268



Mary Keating, Music
email: mary.keating@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92247

Kristi Leland, American Studies
email: kristi.leland@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92253

Dave Mendenhall, Band
email: dave.mendenhall@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92223

Len Michelson, Tech. Ed.
email: len.michelson@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #96443

Stephanie Reuter, Phy. Ed.
email: stephanie.reuter
@district196.org

voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92387

Lisa Siefkes, Speech Clinician
email: lisa.siefkes@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #94632

Ted Siefkes, Science
email: ted.siefkes@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92280

Louise Stokes, IMC/Library
email: louise.stokes@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92318

Karla TenClay, Math & Science
email: karla.tenclay@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92263

Mollie Trusty, English
email: mollie.trusty@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92293

Gina Wareham, Study Skills
email: gina.wareham@district196.org
voice mail: 651-683-6969 #92583





